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* CONFIDZNTIAL 13 JANUARY 1950
EXCERPTS FROM A LETTSR DATED 22 NOVEZ;BER 1949

FROM PRESIDENT WEI, HUACHUNG UNIVERSITY

"Things have been very quiet in our part of the world. For sometime exchange lagged
behind prices, wut it is catching up a bit. On Saturdey the exchenge wes 7,500, anc
veste day it went up to 9,400, which is still behind the price level, but I am sure
it will catch up slowly.

".e have never been short of the necessary articles for everyday livinge. The pre=-
war Honan anthracite has returned, end it is cheaper than the Hunan hard coesl, which
we .ot more than a month ago, which is inferior to the Honan eanthracite. KRice has
gone up very much, but the supply is still plentiful, as also are meats, vegetables,
eges, anc other things. It is remerkable how we can get all these tuings in days

like these when people are suffering much more in other perts of the world. For
this we are most thankful.

"So far we have not paid any lend tex or tax on biildings, 't are supposed to be ex-
emptede A man came to look over our land during th: last week. de felt t.et we
ought certainly to psy taxes on the land that hes beszn brought under cultivation. If
we should receive such a notice from the tax bureau, we would take the matter up
with the Ministry of Education, because :ert of our ciltivated land nas been used
onlw by the farmers in the neighborhood without rent paid to us, and part has been
used by our Biology department as en eiperimental farm for the study of plant diseases;
in which Professor Cheng of our Biology department is en expert.

.
£ S

“ie are running a dairy on a cooperetive pasis, and it is producing good milk, &s
good as *Grade A' in the States althoucih it is in very limited cuantity. Slowly the
supply will increase.

".e are busy in improving our methods of teac'iing and in trying to make use of all
the new material in meny of our courses. The students are showing a very keen
interest in all their studies. There are all sorts of clubs for the study of the New
Law, New Philosophy, the New History, the New Lconomics, etc. I am not surprised
that I have be:n asked to be one of the promoters for orzanizing the idew Fhilosophy
Club, but it is too much that I should have been on the committee for the organization
of the Intervarsity Club for the Studs of the New Lawe Of the sociel sciences, law
is one of things I have never touched. e have at lsast four or five clubs of this
kind for our faculty, and this afternoon I am going to attend a lecture on the basic
principles of Dialectic materislism, to be given by the Secretary-in-Chief of Wuhan
University, who is & very learned Communiste

"On Sunday, November 20, I went to Wwuhan University to preach at the Lo Chia Fellow=
ship, run by the 'Y' in & small building, which is just on the outskirts of the
University campuses There were about twenty people there in the congregation. Only
four or five of them were students, esnd practically all were freshmene According
to the feculty members present, with whom I telked, the upper class students do not
dare to get near to the Student Center any more. However, even before Liberation
the number of students attending services was not large. I had lunch with Dr. and
Mirs. Paul C, T. Lwei, formerly of our faculty. They are very strong Christianse. I
have been urging them for the lest few months to return to Huacnung, from which they
have had only leave-of-absence for the lest nine vearse. They are giving this matter
careful consideration, but they have many hesitations, of which one is whether there
is really a good chance for Christian colleges and universities to devslops They
are still very much interested in our work, and the only argument I could advence was
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that Christians should pull together in orcer to keep alive the Christisn colleges.

Of course, Huachung does not have the scope or the strength of such a nationel univers-
ity as Wuhan, but the quality of our worl is by no means inferior, and the services

we ronder to the people and the nation srestill very veluable.

"There is one more problem. lLiissionaries on our faculty are beginning to go home on
furlough next summer and thereafter. It is still difficult for us to tell whether
it will be easy for them to return after furloughe. e have to find ways and means
to fill their vacencies by the appointment of qualified Chinsse, in case they should
"ot be able to return promptly. This ic on especially serious problem for us in
Huachung because our percentage of missionary teachers is larger then in most of the
other Christien colleges. If the missions should not be able to send their nission-
aries to a place like Huachung, would it be possible for the missions to apvhropriate
8t least the salary for a Chinese, if.we could find the Chinese with the proper
qualifications? I wish you would take up with the missions cooperatin: in Huachung.
Again, I must reiterate my conviction that there is a future for the Christian
colleges under the new regime, provided we ere able to do good work, and good work
means the strengthening of most of our departments by securing better and more
teachers, and adding to our Library and laboratory equipment. when I review the
happenings in Huachung of the last six months since Liberation, we have many things
to be thankful for and to feel proud of's» It would be just too bed if we should not
be able to carry on with the s plendid spirit prevailing on the whole campus, simply
because ws do not heve the financial support in order to carry one

" : 2 -
The circumsteamces are much better than ws had expected, and our future is really in
our own hands under the Grace of God,"
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FROM FRESIDENT WLI, HUACHUNG UNIVERSITY

"Things have been very quiet in our part of the world., For sometime exchange lagged
behind prices, but it is catching up a bit. On Saturday the exchenge wes 7,500, and
yeste-,dey it went up to 9,400, which is still behind the price level, but I am sure
it will cateh up slowly.

"ie have never been short of the necessary articles for everyday livinge The pre-
war Honan anthracite hes returned, and it is cheaper than the Hunen hard coal, which
we got more than a month ago, which is inferior to the Honan anthracite. Rice has
gone up very much, but the supply is still plentiful, as also are meats, vegetables,
egzs, and other things. It is remerkable how we can get all these things in days
like these when people are suffering much more in other parts of the worlds For
this we are most thankful.

"So far we have not paid eny land tax or tax on buildings. iie are supposed to be ex=~
emptede A man came to look over our land during th:z last week. He felt t.et we

ought certainly to pay taxes on the land thaet nas been brought under cultivation. If
we should receive such a notice from the tax bureau, we would take the matter up

with the Ministry of Education, beceause pert of our cultivated land has been used

onl by the farmers in the neighborhood without rent paid to us, and part has been
used by our Biology department as an experimental farm for the studv of plant diseases,
in which Frofessor Cheng of our Biology department is an expert.

“e are running a dairy on a cooperstive basis, and it is producing good milk, as
good as *Grade A' in the States although it is in very limited quentity. Slowly the
supply will increase.

"le are busy in improving our methods of teaciiing and in trying to make use of all
the new material in meny of our courses. The students are showing a very keen
interest in all their studies. There arec all sorts of clubs for the study of the New
Lew, New Philosophy, the New History, the New Iconomics, etc. I am not surprised
that I have be:n asked to be one of the promoters for orzenizing the New Philosophy
Club, but it is too much that I should have been on the committee for the organization
of the Intervarsity Club for the Studv of the New Lewe Of the social sciences, law
is one of things I have never touched. ile have &t lsast four or five clubs of this
kind for our faculty, and this efternoon I am going to attend & lecture on the basic
principles of Dialectic waterialism, to be given by the Secretary-in-Chief of Viuhan
University, who is & very learned Communiste

"On Sunday, November 20, I went to Wuhan University to preach at the Lo Chia Fellow=
ship, run by the 'Y' in & smell building, which is just on the outskirts of the
University campus. There were about twenty people there in the congregation. Only
four or five of them were students, and practically all were freshmens According
to the faculty members present, with whom I talked, the upper class students do not
dare to get near to the Student Center eny more. However, even before Liberation
the number of students attending services was not lerge. I had lunch with Dr. and
Mirs. Paul C. T. Lwei, formerly of our faculty. They are very strong Christianse. I
have been urging them for the last few months to return to Huachung, from which they
have had only leave-of=-absence for the last nine vears. They ere giving this matter
careful consideration, but they have many hesitations, of which one is whether there
is really a good chance for Christian colleges and universities to develope They
are still very much interested in our work, and the only argument I could advance was
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that Christians should pull together in order to keep alive the Christien college§.

Of course, Huachung does not have the scope or the strength of such a nationel 9n1vers-
ity as Wuhan, but the quality of our worl is by no means inferior, and the services

we render to the people and the nation erestill very veluable.

"There is one more problem. Liissionaries on our faculty are beginning to go home on
furlough next summer and thereafter., It is still difficult for us to tell whether
it will be easy for them to return after furlough. we have to find ways and means
to fill their vecancies by the appointment of qualified Chinese, in case they should
nnt be able to return promptlye. This is on especially serious problem for us in
Huachung because our percentage of missionary teachers is larger then in most of the
other Christian collegese. If the missions should not be able to send their mission=
aries to a place like Huachung, would it be possible for the missions to apwropriate
at least the salary for a Chinese, if.we could find the Chinese with the proper
qualifications? I wish you would take up with the missions cooperatin; in Huachunge.
Again, I must reiterate my conviction that there is a future for the Christien
colleges under the new regime, provided we are able to do good work, and good work
means the strengthening of most of our departments by securing better and more
teschers, and adding to our Library and laboratory equipment. When I review the
happenings in Huachung of the last six months since Liberation, we heve many things
to be thankful for and to feel proud ofes It would be just too bad if we should not
be eble to carry on with the splendid spirit prevailing on the whole campus, simply
because we do not have the financial support in order to carry ons

"The circumsterrces are much better then we had expected, and our future is really in
our own hands under the Grace of God."

Bl T .
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" CONFIDLNTIAL 9 FLBRUARY 1950

EACERPTS FROI{ RECENT LETTZRS
FROM PRESIDENT WEI, HUACLUNG UNIVIRSITY

"I heve not been eble to write you during the last ten days because during the last
week my time was practically all occupisd in attending a meeting of the .unicipal
Asgembly, of which I had been designated a representative. The meetings took fully
six days with other meetings for the rresidentium, or which I was chosen a members
I took the chair in the first meeting when the iayor of the wuhan cities made his
report to the Assembly. I enjoyed all these meetings, eltnsupgh they took far too much
of my time away from my office and classes. 4#n Interim Committee of Fifty-one has
besn appointed, and I have been elected one of tnem to represent the Christians in
this city. I really do not have time to attend all the meetings of this committee,
which may be frequent, but for ths sake of the Christian churches I ought to serve. .

"On top of all these meetings a deputation from Shanghei came to visit us, consisting
of the Rev. George Wu, General Secretary of the wational Christian Council, Dr. Y.
C. Tu, formerly Fresident of St. John's University and now General Secretary of the
Nationel “Y", ir. Y. T. vu, and wr. Liu Liang-mu of the National “Y", and the Rev. Ai
Nien-sen of the Lutheran Church in Shanghai. They have been very helpful in meking
connections of the churches in this center with the governments. They addressed dif-
ferent churches. During the last two days thev were on this side of the river,
spending a great deal of time with our students, fellowships, and faculty groupse
Yesterdey I had a lunch for all five of them witn the four deans and three faoulty ;
representatives, and they had every good thing to say sbout our work h:re, which wa.
really very complimentary. They are leaving for lonan tomorrow, end then take the
train to Hsuchow and Nanking on their way back to Shanghai. 4ll of them are my old
friends, except lir. Liu who is younger, end therefore it wes a real joy for me person-
ally to have had this chance to talk over so many problews with them. I am afraid
they found the Huachung psople a pretty difficult group to handle; both the faculty
and students put to them so meny questions, some of which I fear were beyond their
depth.

"After I had dictetad my letter to wou on December 10, I went over to iankow to attend
a reception siven in & resturant by the Buddhist Association and the Mohammedan Union
in the Wuhen centers to the Christian derutation frown Shanghai, led by wr. Yo T Wu
and the Reve iiu kao-tsz. After the luncheon, specches were mace, and the last one
was by the Deputy tiayor of Hankow, who is also liaison officer for the Government.
His address is worth repeating here.

“At first he mmade it quite clear thet Comrunists have no religion and can not believe
in any religion. If they should have any religious belief, they would have either
to witndraw from tne party or be eipelled from it, but he said thet this does not
mean that the Communists cannot cooperste with the other people who have religious
convictionses Religious liberty is guaranteed by the basic principle on which the
New Government has been organized.

"He called our attegtion also to the fact that while in Soviet Russia there is liberty
for people to have anti-reli; ious propagenda, as well as to believe in religions,
there is no such anti-religious liberty in Chine, (and thet is) for two reasons:

(1) Chinese society has not reached the democratic stage of development to have enti-
relisious propagends, as well as religious progaganda in the same comwnity, for fear
it might lead to disturbances; (2) Comiunists were oppressed by the Nationalists
before this time, and row that they heve ¢ me into politicel power, thewr do not want
to oppress other people on account of their convictions. Therefore, religious liberty
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is absolutely puaranteed by the Government, and the Government means it.

"He concluded his address by saying that the Cormunists believe the time will come
when there will be no relicion in the world, nnd they believe also that by that time
there will be no Communism either, but vwith a smile he said, 'That day will be quite
remots, not & few scoras of years, but perhaps in meny hundreds of yerrs, and there-
fore people who have religious beliefs do not have to worry about them.'

"I heve repeated this address by Deputy Mayor Chang Chi-yi on several occasions, and I
am going to do the same at Wesley Middle School this afternoon in order to assure
both the faculty end the students of the school that their religious liberty is
absolutely guaranteed by the Government, and therefore they may go ahcad with all
their religious activities, so long es they conform to the school regulations of the
Governmente «hen I finished the week of meetings before December 11, called by the
municipal Government of nenkow, I had to attend asnother series or neetings called
by the Hupsh Provincial Government. The meetings are those of the Frovincial People's
Assembly of the Province of Hupeh, and I have been invited by the Government as a
special delegate.

"It is very heartening thet Dr. Li Chung=-sz, head of our Biology department, is prepering
for Baptisme At the same time three of the college students are preparing to be bap-
tized next daster, and the Kev. Francis Gray is prepering theme The number of people
secking for Baptism this Christmas season is not so large as before, but the times
are difficult. To have a professor of Biology and three college students in times
lilte these seeking Baptism is really uausual.

"Yosterday evening when I was poing out to ..esley I met on the rosd a member of our
Class of 1949 arriving from Changsha. ile stopped me to report that he had come from
Yali Unior, 1fiddle School to get help from us in connection with the payment of the
land tax and house tax in Changshae This morning 1 spent a whole hour with him,
telling him howr to proceed, and now he is busy copying all our documents and talking
to my secretaries in the office in connection with that matter. In the meantime a
letter has come from the churches in Chengsha, asking for information on the same
metter, and I heve called up Bishop Tsang's office in Henkow to get the necessary
documents ready, so as to get the church property in Chengsha exempted from taxese.
It is very interesting to see how Huachung is rapidly becoming the center of so many
religious activities, and all sorts of church people and people connected with Chris-
tian middle scho:ls are couning to us for all kinds of assistance, which we are more
than glad to give as far as we can.

“First of all, I must say that we hed more Christmes activities on the college campus
this year than perhaps ever before, much to our pleasant surprises, The students took
the initiative and planned everything themselves under the direction of the Chapel
Committee and various advisors of the four fellowshipse The Choir, which sang Handel's
'rviessiah' so well, had been preparing for this worship Service for several months
under the very able leadership of Professor David Anderson, who has been Choirmaster
in the University ever since he joined us in 1931.

"The Christmas celebration actually began on Fridasy, the 23rde In the afternoon some
of our students got the students of the Central China Union Theological Seminary, some
from Boone liddle School, and a good group from St. Hilda's, and went out to liesley
and sen: Christmas hymns in their church.

"At half past six the four fellowships in Huachung had a joint celebration of Christmas,
They esiked me beforehand to say a fow words at that meeting in Stokes Hall, which is
above the Library, but when I got there and read the program, I found it was a full-
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fledged service with only a social meeting to follow ite Lverything had been planned
by the students, with three Lessons rcad and three special misicael items, besides a
number of Christmas hymns. iiy name wes put dovm for a sermon. I had %o get up a
sermon on the spot, but it was not a sermon--only a Christmas message to the students.
The gatherin; did not break up until about helf pest nine.

“"At 3 P, . in the efternoon Hendel's 'Messiah! was sung in Stokes Hall with the hall
practicelly full. There were fifty voices, mostly our own students and feculty members
but there were two Americen teachers from Boone Middle School as well. The solos
were sung oy wLrs. Anderson, urs. Constantine, end Dr. Tregeer of our faculty, and by
reter Fang and wmiss Tsang Ts'ai-hsin, two of our Voice students. David Anderson con-
ducted; his wife, Mrs. Anderson, presided over the organ; and wrse faul V. Taylor over
the piano. The singing was certainly splendide. 4ccording to those people who know
more about Music then I do, it was done better than it had ever been sung before by
the University Choir. My humble part was only to take the chair and read the words
from the Bible that are in the iusic, and to start end close the service with Prayer.

"Saturday ovening from six o'clock on I had the St. Thomas Society into my house for
gsuppere The menbers of the bociety number over 20, and a few other students interested
in religious activities and theologicel studies elso came in, making a group of over
40+ e had a sort of buffet dinner with very simple food; than we sang Christmas
hymnss After that the students aslied me to tell phost stories.

“"DPhis meant thet L did not have much sleep thet night, and 1 had to get up eurly for
the Communion Service at 7:30 A. iis on Sunday, Chrstmas Day. After Communion and
breakfast I went to Hankow to preach at St. Paul's Cathedral, st Bishop Tsang's
request. There was a good congregation=--more then 170 made their Communion that
morning in the Cathedral, which is at present only the Assembly Room of St. Lois
School, as the Cathedral itself has not et been rebuilt.

“ie are going to heve three-days' holidey, January 1 - 3, which will mean only 2 days
for the students as ilew Year's comes on Sundey. Students are simply indefatigable.
Two representatives came to me this morning end asked for permission to stage a play
during the New Year holidayse. Of course, I gave them permission, but told them to
report to the police first, and then to the Government of fices if pe rmission from
those offices should be necessary.

"The Senate has decided to close this term on Jenuary 31 when the winter vecation will
begin, after the term examinations, and the next term will start on werch 1. The
winter vecation is so late this 'zar because of the date of Chinese kew Year, which
the Chinese people as well as the Government will have to observe. It is quite
likely that we are ;oing to hove a smaller enrollment next term because as vsual some
of the students will drop out for verions reasons. In perticular,.this vear fifteen
of our students have passed the entrtnce examinatiosns to the special lenguage school
to study the Russian lenguage. They believe thet & knowledgs of the Russian language
will equip them better tor their future careers.

“There has be:n some talk in Government circles thet while they want to cut down the
number of hours of &nglish in the junior middle school, as well as in the senior
middle school, begimning with the next term, circumstances are such that they may not
be able to do it. There are not enough teachers treined to teach Russian in all the
schools, and there are not the books for them to read after they heve learned the
languages lhether one likes it or not, snglish is getting to be a universal language
in this world of ours. A knowledje of Lnglish will be useful for almost angbody in
China. As far as Huachung is concerned, we are going to carry on our depertment of
English Literature. Perhaps for a year or so the number of students majoring in
English may be smeller, but it will come up againe

“For this reason we have to strengthen our department of iZnglish Literature after the
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next sumier when wiss Bleakley will have retired end liiss Sheets end lirs. Constantine
will be on furlough.

"Quite a number of our western memoers of the feculty will be on furlouch next year.
They are liiss Sheets (Episcopel); Rev. and iirs. Constantine (wmethodist IMissionary
Society); Dr. end .rs. Paul V. Tavlor (Reformed and Lvengel ical Church liission);
lilss Venetia Cox (dpiscopel); and Dr. Lillien ‘eidenhammer (upiscopal). Miss Jesn
Eest, lMethodist lLiissionary Socisty, Assistant Professor of Geography, his just
ennounced her engagement to lir. Yeomans of her own mission, tut they sre not going to
ret merried very soon, and so Dr. Jean Jast will continue teachins hers for anotner
year and & half. Unless ur, Yoemans should remein in our vicinity, so thet his wife
could continue her teaching in Huachung, we shall find her vacancy difficult to fill.
Lz is a very well trained teecher of Geography, with a doctor's degree from London
University, elthough she is still very young.

"Up to the pr:sent we have found it not easy to get permission even for Dr. Paul uard
and nis family to return here from Hongkonge As I have written before, they may

have to wait until after the Peking Government has been recognized by Washington,

ile are hoping thet recognition, both by weshington and London, will come soon, but we
can see that there are complications. FPerhaps Britein will take the lead, and I do
not see what else America can do except to accept realities.

"During the last month I have been in various meetings with Government people. wuite
objectively, I must say they are very openminded and sre working hard to rebuild

this wartorn China. They show a greet deal of executive zolility and are eager to
know the facts from first-hand experience. Keligious liberty is guarantced, as I
have reported befors, and private enterprises, not only in sducation, but in industry
and business, will be encouraceds Ons student representative came to see me in my
office this morning end reported nis experience in the mestings of the Student Union,
held during the last week for thais whole iwhen Center. The Government emphasizes
four thin:s in talking to the students:

le Thaet the Student Association in each school or college must obey the school
adninistrative officers;
2+ The main business of the students is to pursue their repgular studies and
keep extracurricular activities to the minimum;
3. The Student iAssociation camnot interierc with school edministration under any
circumstances;
4, Religion in all schools, particularly in Christian schools, is free,
student
"Our/representatives are going to report the findings of the meetings to the whole
student body tomorrow morning at the weekly Assemblys If these directives from
the Government are followed, and I know that they will have to be followed, school
administration will be easy and more regular. I knew that the Government was going
to do this because all these problems have been discussed at the meetings I attended
during the last four weekse.

"I have besn asked by the Govermment to serve on various committees, and I am glad to
have the opportunity to render any service, as far as my duties in the University
will permite

"Just now we are soliciting among our faculty memvers purchases of Government bonds.
60,000 units are to be sold emong the teachers and other cultural workers in the
iuhan Center, and each unit is about J..P%15,000., Our faculty and staff members are
very esger to demonstrate their patriotism and their confidence in the Government,
and they want to raise at least 3,000 units among themselves, hoping at the seame time
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that the University as sauch may be able to bur to the amnount of US$1,000, epproximate~
ly 1,500.units, and then to ret the students and college servants to buy altogether
I, w00 units, so as to make a total of over 5,000 units for the whole Huechung
comiunitye As far as I understand the nature of these bonds, they are going to be a
kind of saving, and they will be redeemaule beginning from the end of the first year,
with 5% interest per ennum, all reckoned in terms of the market price or commodities
so as to protect the face value of the bond. :

"During the winter vacation we are going to have all sorts of conferences and retreats.
Internally, I am planning to meet with the teaching staff of each of the departments,
soletimes separately and sometimes together, so as to discuss ways and means of im-
proving our teaching methods and raising our stendards academically. At the same time
I an ylanning to call together the responsible heads of the various missions in the
iuhen cities and the principals of the Christian schools, so as to reise with them
the cuestion of improving the Christian character of all the schoolse One of the
things thot we must do is to set up some kind of criteris of the Christian character
of a Christian schoole. If that could ove done, there would be at least some kind of
impetus to the principal and the Christian members of the fecult- in each school.

"The principal of one of the Christian middle schools is roing to rasign, and his
successor will probably be one of our slumni, vho ceme to see me last Saturday and
had a lon- conversation over the question. It is lilely thet the principal of
another school, in tais case a girls' schiool, will rlso resign, and I do not know
vho 1s goin; to succeed her. This lrther questcion is still problenatical, but is
has been in the air for sometime. One of the uvenpelical end Eeformed Church middle
schools in Hunan hes just appointed one of our slumni of the class of 1945 to be the
new princigal. I saw him in Chengsha, but uniortunetelv there was ver;y little time
or me to Giseuss with him verious nroblems in the school sdninistration of these
dayse

"The rate of exchenge remains about the same as it has for two wecks or so, and prices
are fairly well stabilized. At this present rste of exchange and with present market
prices, our salery scale is wmore than fair; so long as this present situation remains,
there will be no need of improving our salary scale at all. If this Government bond
issue will help to balance the Govermsent budrat for the vear 1950, the currency will
remain steady, and prices will not make serious Jumps during the year. It may mean
the beginning of a new economic era in China, since the outbreak of war in 1937.

"lle are all very happy that London has announced its recognition .of the People's Guverna
ment in China, but officially the Chinese Government has not annownced it yets iie
hope that .iashington will follow very quickly, because when both Britain ¢nd America
have established diplomatic relations with our new Government, the international
situation will greatly improve.

"I know thet there are differences of opinion in America concerning the political
situation in China, but again I wish to say that things have been going much better
than we hed exzpected before Liberation. The Government is liberal-minded, eager to
improve conditions economically and politically, and to maintain peace and order for
the reconstruction of the countrye I hove hed verious contscts with them in meetings
and privately, end their sincerity, their ent usissm, and their clean politics are
really impressive. .ie have not had such en efficient government in China for many
vears., I doubt whether we heve ever had a government which is as reslistic and
anxious to do its best as ths present one., There are, of course, various problems
confronting the people in the countrvsice. Conditions are beisg <c.tinuously reported
to the Government, and the Govermment is quite awere of them, but it will take some-
time to make the necessary changes. If we should be able to hold on firm for the next
yeer or so, we will find a China completely caenged for the better.

"I nave besn writing quite freely during the last six months, and you may tell my
friends in America that I am free to say whet I heave to say at the present time, as
ever in China, and even as free as in other parts of the worlde. It is not necessary
for you to discount any of my statements in o rr:spondence with you or with other
friends in America or in Britain."




CONFIDENTIAL 23 FEBRUARY 1950

LETTER FROM FRANCIS WEI, NOVEMBER 29, 1949
HUACI:UNG UNIVERSITY

I am writing you this letter for the week today because Thursday I shell be ettend-
ing again the meeting of the msunicipal Assembly of the Wuhan City.

Lach time thest we elected our own representatives here, I essked that my neme be not
mentioned because I would not be able to find the tims to attend the meetings, but
the uunicipal Government designated me as one of those especislly invited, and so

I must attend in order to show my interest in municipal matterss. The meeting began
yesterday in the Assembly Room of St. Lois' School, which is considersd the west
hall for this purpose in Hankow, the school being in the center of the city. After
the morning session the meeting was adjourned until Thursdey morning, because during
these next few days the business people will be busy in the matter of paying taxes.
It is believed that after this levy of taxes, prices will either go down, or at
least be stabilizeds Rice is coming down & bit todew, and it may go down still
further.

e are also making oreparetions for the visit of the religious lsaders from Shanghai,
viz., the Reve Wu Keo=-tsz, Secretary of the National Christien Council, Dr. T'u Yu-
ch'in, General Secretary of the National "Y,"™ Lir. Y. T, u, Mr., Liu Liang-mou, and
the Rev. uir. Ngai of the Lutheran Church. They will probably arrive on Saturday
from Changsha and spend four days in our centers. ile are hoping thrt et least one

of them, perhaps wr. K. T. tiu, will preach our Sunday evening service, and perhaps
fire Yo T. wu will meet with the leaders of our Christian Fellowships for discussione.
Their program is in the hends of the Hupeh Christien Council.

we are all filling out blanks to revort to the liinistry of the Central China Region.
Every merber of the faculty and staff is filling a personal blenl:, and then there is
a blank f'or each course offered in the university during the vear.

Just at the present time a great deal of repairing of the roofs of the main buildings
is going one. The library roof has been completely overhealed, and a new roof has

to be put on Ingle Hall. These are the two main jobs., The library was built in
1910, and Ingle Hall in 1906+ The next thing we must do by way of repair is to reface
the walls which are deteriorating rapidly because the buildings are so old.

Dr. Paul V. Teylor, professor of Kducetion, has been the Superintendent of Grounds
end Buildings since rehabilitation in thewinter of 1945-46, He will be going on
furlough next summer, and so he has resigned from this post with lire Lao Yuen-yeo
taking his place. wMr. Lao is the son of Principsl Lao of Yali Union iMiddle School
in Chengsha, end he is an architect trained in the National Central University in
Chungking. He graduated only two vears esgo, but he seems to be amply qualified for
the jobe Dr. Taylor, however, has been appointed chairmen of the Committee on
Grounds and Buildings to asdvise Mr. Leo in his work.

Wie have been trying for some weeks to get permission for Dr. Paul Ward end family
and iirs. Hawthorne and two children to return to Wuchang from Hongkong. The Rev.
Thomas Hawtihorne has been designated by the London Missionary Society to join our
faculty when liiss Bleakley retires next springe He will teach English and help also
in taking care of the Church of Christ in China students in the University. He had
treining in Classics and Theologv in Oxford University and came out from London a
vear and & half ago. He is learning Chinese in our Language School. His femily
has been in Hongkong since lest November. We have been making enquiries at the
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Alien Bureau of the municipal Police Office in Hankow, but no decision has yet been
made. I hope the Wards and the Hawthornes in Hongkong will be patient enough while
we are working to secure their permission to returne.

The Rev. Alfred B. Starratt and family must have arrived in the United States by
this time. Uir. Starratt is going to take a parish somewhere in Massachusetts, I
believe., He wes here before and after the Liberation until mid-September. I hope
you will be able to get him to visit New York, as he will probably do, and report
on our conditions, which he ought to know pretty welle

The winter hes already set in, but it is still very mild., There is no sign of snow
yvets The temperature outdoors is still eround 50 F.

It looks as if more-and-more students will need financiesl esids next term, and so I
hope that as soon as you heve received my last letter, you will ceble me whether the
amount I asked for student relief will be availablees Ve are making a study of the
conditions of religious work in the Christian middle schools in the wuhan Center,
with & view to doing something to help them. Some of the schools have very low
Christian percentage, but that percentage in those schools has never been very high.
We ought to do everything possible to bring it up particularly in these dayse. With-
out a good percentage of Christien students in the middle schools, our religious
work in Huachung may be seriously affected. But this is not the only reason for our
desire to help the middle schools in their religious worke Secondary education is

a part of the church progrem, end it is, therefore, our duty to give as much assist=-
ance as we can.

The Central Government in Peking is planning en educational conference sometime in
the latter part of January, and later end following that we are going to have a con-
ference of Christian educatorse I have been asked tc attend at least the latter,
and I hope to be able to gos Both confersnces will be in Pekinge !iith through
‘trains to Peking, the time for travel may not be a problem.
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LETTER FROLI FRANCIS WILI, JANUARY 31
HUACHUNG UNIVZRSITY

In my 1letter of last week I already acknowledged the receipt on January 19 of your
letter of December 17, 1949, to the Presidents of the Christian Colleges in Chinas
Since then I have had a meeting with all the deans in Huachung, and they agree that
I should write you to the following effect:

First of all, we want to express our deep appreciation for the generous gifts of all
our friends in Americe for the support of the Christien Colleges in China during
these difficult days. Certainly, our friends in America have faithfully carried out
their part of the plan adopted a year ago to maintain the Christian colleges and
universities as long as they conduct their educational work in accordance with the
basic purpose for which the institutions have been founded and supported.

We feel particularly reassured that all our Christian friends in Americe are loyally
backing us up in our work in this Wew Day and hope thet they will place in us who
are working in the institutions their comple te confidence, and that they will rest
assured we are doing the work not only as an educational enterprise, but as a part
of the Christian liovement in Chinae. "The controlling purposes of the colleges are
unchanged, and the overarching objective is to send out into the service of the
Church and the Nation youny men and women of marked abilities and tested character,
deeply impregnated with Christiem principles and life-motives, and furnished with
the finest educational equipment for leadership.”

We in Huachung are not bold enough to guarantee that all the young people passing
through here will live up to that high standard, but thet has been always our aim,

end a goodly number of our gradustes will not disappoint us. At least we can say
thet so far as the general conduct of Huachung as a Christien university is concerned,
our contrioution is intended to be in the spirit of the Christiamn Gospel. If not

for this, many of us would not be worlking here, both missionaries and our Chinese
colleaguese

We are doing everything possible to permeate the entire campus with the Christian
spirit, and as I have reported before, approximetely 80% of our teaching staff ere
Christians, and the great majority of these are sincerely dedicated to Christe. iie
have our Sundey worship and our Daily Chapel, except for one day in the week when
we have College Assembly. lie have religious courses, aelthough most of them are
primarily intended for those students taking the combined theological course, but
they are open to other students as well. We have our four Christian fellowships,
which meet separately or together in alternate weeks. In all our extracurricular
activities we have in mind the educational value, and meny of them are primerily
Christian in charactere.

we are just finishing today our term exeminations, and many of my colleagues who have
been invigilating have remarked to me that there has been perfect order in the examins-
tion hall, and the students beheved wonderfully well.

Our winter vacation will begin tomorrow, and the second term will start on karch 1.
Only about 100 students are remaining in the hostels. They have been organizing
themselves for review work, for tidying up the campus, for filling the trenches left
by the Nationelist troops on the edge of our new lond, and for conducting some anti-
illiteracy schools for the people in the neighborhoode Lest Friday the students
asked me to address them end to lay down the general principles for the winter plans.
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This I did, and according to the reports later their response to my apreal is very
satisfyinge.

Practically all our Chinese members of the faculty of the professorial ranks and a
few lecturers, together with the responsible administrative heads who are Chinese,
are going to the Nationel wuhen University tomorrow for a fifteen-day conference on
educational problemss They will stay in wuhan all that period, paying their owm
expensess 1 am on the Executive Commnittee of the conference, but I shall not be
able to attend the conference for the first eight days, although I shall appear
tomorrow morning when the conference has its first sessione There are two other
conferences wnich I must attends

One is the Annual weeting of the Hupeh Christian Council, including practically all
the Christien churches in this province, which will be held at St. Hilda's widdle
School February 3-6e I have been sleted to make the opening address on February 3,
and the closing address on February 6. But most of the time I shall be with the
Winter Retreat of the ‘iuhen Christien Student Volunteers, at which I have to give &
lecture everyday February 2-4, and on February 6 I shall have to preach the sermon
when the Voluntsers are formally inaugurated.

I am attaching a great deal of importance to this Volunteer Retreat. There will be
about 130 young people from Huachung, the Central Chinea Union Theological Seminary,
and the six Christian senior middle schools in the :‘uhen Center. The Liovement was
started at the end of last June, and it has been goins on ever since with its head-
quarters in our university. This time it is the students themsclves who are organ-
izing the whole business, and we have been standing bv just to rive the necessary .
advice and help. Owing to their miscalculetion, they are short three-quarters of

a million dollars (local mzrrencv) Mich in US currency is only sbout US$35. This
was reported to me only lest night by a member of the orgsnizing committee, and I
had to find this money for them before ten o'clock this morninge Fortunately two
friends came forward with the necessary money, and the Retreat will, theretore, be
able to make ends meet.

It is our hope that out of this Retreat tnis week we may have some good results not
only in inaugurating officially the Volunteer uovement in this center, but in making
it the starting point for a nationwide Volunteer uovement. \ie emphasize the proper
training of all the Volunteers, their constant personal contact with one and other,
and dedication to the Christian wovement in China. It is a thing like this that we
try to sponsor and to encourage from Huachung. The leaders of tihis movement are
loyal Christien students in our own University, and the more mature leadership also
comes from our midste. It is our hope tuat in due course of time all the Christian
colleges and schools will do their share in extending this movement.

The Lunar New Year falls on February 17 of this year, end after that festival we
shall have a series of meetings for own feculty members by depertments, and that
will keep me busy for another weeks. Our whole winter vacation will go that way,

but 1 look forwerd to the summer when I mey go home to the south end have some rest.
It *s always very gratifying to have opportunlfles to serve as long as one still has
. one's strength for Christian service.
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A LETTER DATED 9 MARCH 1950 FROM ’L;:/’

PRESIDENT WEI, HUACHUNG UNIVERSITY Rkt 2
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The new term has already started, with registration still uncompleted, but lectures
began yesterday.

It is still difficult to say definitely what the enrollment is. Ily guess is 350
against 372 in the fall. Out of this number of 350, 310 are students from the last
term, 10 are students who have been away for one term or two on account of the situa=
tion a year ago and have now returned to resume their studies here, and about 30
transfers from various colleges who passed our examinetions two weeks agoe

The faculty and staff remein practically the same as last term. However, the
vacancy of the librarian, left by the death of lir. Mark Cheng almost a year ago, has
now been illed by lirs James C. L. Hsu, who graduated from our Library Science De-
partment in 1926, taking the degree of B. A, He is a member of the Sheng Xung Hueij;
since graduation he has been librarian in various libraries in this country; done
postgraduate training in Harvard and Columbia, taking en M. A. degree in History
from Columbia; and since 1939 a member of the faculty of the Boone Library School,
and then later of the National Teachers College for Social Education in Soochow. He
has been appointed as librarian with the rank of full professor, and he is going to
teach also a course in Historical uethodse

Then the Physical Education Director has been changed because the old one, lir. Sung;
has been sick since last iay and lately asked for leave-of-absence without salary
after February until his eppointment terminates at the end of July. His vacancy has
been filled by lr. Tseng Tzu~-cheng, who has been a Fhysical Director in the Wuhan
cities for about twenty years, and he seems to be a very good man. He is about forty-

five years of age, but still very energetic as a Physical Directors

I have reported that the London iiission has sent us the Reve Thomas Hewthorn for
teaching in the department of English Literature; his appointment is for eighteen
months in the first instance. He is to take iliss Bleekley's place in the department
of English Literature. Miss Bleakley's post as concurrently registrar is now filled
by lir. Hsiao Fu-ytln, one of our own graduates, Huachung, B. S. in rhysics, 1942, and
now lecturer in rhysics in our College of Science. He is a Christian affiliated with
the liethodist Church, and we reckon that he may spend from one-third to one-half of
his time as registrar and the rest of his time in teaching Physicse Since Dr,
George Bien failed to return to us after the summer, we have not been able to fill
his vacancy in the department of Chemistyy, although we had epproached meny chemists
for appointments. Now it looks as if we are going to get Dr. u Ch'ing-ting, who
had his postgraduate studies in Chemistry in Germeny, and has been teaching Chemistry
or engaged in chemical menufactures for over ten years. Ile hes been ep-ointed as
professor of Chemistry, particularly for Industrial Chemistry. .e are still short
of a man to teach ~’hysical Chemistry, and I have been negotiating with one or two
people to fill that posts Since there is a yeer's salary left by Dr. George Bien,
we are able to appoint two chemists for this terms After July Dr. Lillian Weiden=-
hammer, missionary sent out by the National Council of the Protestant Episcopal
Church in the United States, will take her furlough, and that will leave also a
vacancy in the Chemistry departments. iwhen she returns, we shall have to make ad-
Jjustments in our budgete. '

I have heard with great interest the policy of the Government with regard to Christian
schools and colleges, as discussed in Peking last December. The policy to my mind
is very reasonable. In substance Christien schools are to be divided into three




- categories:

l. Those institutions in which the democratic element is strong, comparatively
progressive, and observing faithfully the regulations and orders of the Govern=-
mente These should be sustained, and if necessary subsidized.

2. Those institutions which are not extremely reactionary, still faithful in
observing Government regulations and orders. These ought to be won over and
improved.

3. Those institutions which are firmly and stubbornly reectionary. If any of
them openly defy Government orders or regulations, their defisnce ought to be
dealt with end corrected.

e are interested to notice that according to this policy, no school is to be closed
for defiance and for being not progressive enoughe I do not think anybody should ex-
pect a more reasonable policy from the Government with regard to Christian schools in
times like these. Of course, in colleges and middle schools there should be no re-
quired religious courses, and religion should be free for students and faculty. 1In
middle schools, however, there should be no religious propeganda inside or outside

of class. Of course, if there is a church in the vicinity of the Christien middle
schools, students may participate in religious activities there instead of within the
school premises. As far as colleges and universities are concerned, religious propa=-
gande is prohibited only in class. However, this point has not been made wery clear
because we have so far received no definite orders from the Government yete As far
as Huachung goes, everything is carrying on as usuals.

The churches are starting to register land and buildings es alien property, but the

Henkow Diocese of the Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui has decided to turn the ownership of
the property formerly known as the “Boone Compound™ over to the Board of Directors
of Huachung University, if we should get the epproval of the Government; and with
the understending that until Boone liiddle School is able to move to its new site as
originally plenned (which is not very likely now), the school will continue to use
that portion of the Boone Campus, which it has been using all these yearss
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EXCERPTS FKOW LETTERS DATLD 14 AND 21 MAKCH 1950, FROL
CRESIDENT FRANCIS LI, HUACHUNG UNIVERSITY

"The term is under way now, end the religious activities are going on full steam
ahead. Ve had the first Sunday evening service of the spring term day before
yosterday, and the church was packed full. The liorning Chapel, everyday except
ednesday when we have Assembly, is also well attended; the attendance varies from
60 to 90. 4AlL the fellowships are starting their activities, but we have also the
Christien students in the middle schools in the liuhan cities to take care of.

I have already reported the organization of the St. Paul's Fellowship, which is
really a Student Volunteer lovement. The Executive Committee of the Fellowship
met in my house dSunday afternoon, spending two hours and a half to plen a meeting
of the representatives and the religious directors of all the Christian schools

in the Juhan cities, to be held next Sunday afternoon. Ve are expecting a meeting
of about 50 people, meinly to plan the religious activities in all the schools
during the coming term. Then the principals of the Ciristian middle schools are
going to meet in Boone liiddle School next Saturday, liarch 18, with representatives
of the interested missions. That will be a whole-day affair. Dr. Huang of our
College of «ducation and L always attend those meetings.

"The National Christian Ccuncil in Shenghei is planning a Christian conference to be
held in Peking this Auguste I heve been appointed to various committees on prepara-
tion. It is going to be a very important conference, and I am planning to attend
it myself,

"Next Sunday, larch 26, the St. Paul's Fellowship with about forty-five members will
meet here again to consider a plan to train themselves in the Bible end the Chrise
tian Teachings for volunteer church work aiter their graduation. Some of them are
theological students themselves, but all the rest were either ordinary college stu=-
dents or middle school students. They have all dedicated themselves to volunteer
church work, both men and women.

A committee has already had two preliminary meetings in preparation for this coming
one, and they are proposing a study plan of four terms, devoted to the Bible Chris-
tian teachings, the Church, end torship and Devotion, each subject to take a whole
term of fifteen weeks, and their studies are entirely extracurriculer. It is
further planned that every month representatives will meet together in order to get
sore of the more difficult questions answered by more mature peoplee. It will be a
very wonderful thing if this plan should materialize. In the meeting of the repre-
sentatives of last Sundey afternoon and the faculty representatives met together
and decided to have a similar plan for the study of religious subjects by the
Christien teachers in each of the Christien middle schools. It is quite necessary
that the teachers should gzt themselves better prepared in order to help the student
study proups in each school, and anyway it will be a sort of revival for the Chris-
tien members of the faculties. I hope the plan will worl well.

"Our enrollment this term will be 346 when ragistration is completed, but the Dean is
still accepting students for registration because some of the students heve found it
so difficult to find money to pay their fees,

"Bxchengs is much in our favor at the present moment, end prices are creeping down
a little bit. I heve just bought some stove coal for the next winter, because I
believe that it is a good #ime to buy, elthough it is quite unusual to do so at
this time of the year. wuvery kind of fondstuff is still available in the market,
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and there does not seem to be any sign of scarcity yet, even for rice, which is
really remarkable. Things are very quiet in the Wuhen Center.

"I have received word from the Chinese Christian Educational Associztion in Shanghai
that the presidents of the Christian col.eges want to meet about the middle of April
in Huachung, and we look forwerd to the time to welcome them for the meeting here."
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EXCERPTS FROM LUTTIRS DATED 31 ifARCH AND 11 APRIL FROM

PRUSIDLNT WEI, HUACHUNG UNIVERSITY

"Registration is practically completed now, according to the report of the Registrar’s
cifices 'le have this term 351 students. ily guess was almost exact when I said it
would be 350, %e have done everything possible to help the poor students to pay
their fees oither by scholarships or by giving work reliefe. The total amount of
these two items is 350 tan of ricee Vith the fluctucting price of rice from week to
week, and sometimes even from day to day, I cannot give you the exeact figure, but
I should say it came to around UsS. $2,500,

“One evening when Brank Fulton was returning with his family from Hankow, he fell

dovn as he was stepping off the ferry ou to the landing place. He wes holding his
son, and therefore fell down flat on his backe. That seemed to have injured his

brain somewhere, which caused him dizzines: whenever he pot out of bed, At first

he did not take it very seriously, but after e few days the doctor ordered him to bed
again, and he was moved over in a stretcher to Union Fospital in Hankow where they
had better facilities for x-ray examination. Dr, Dalziel of the Union Hospitel, a
surgeon, gave him a very thorough x-ray examinetion for every part of his brain and
scull, and found nothing wrong. Then sone fluid was taeker out of his spine, and from
that they suspect his condition is due to scme bruise to his brain, Dr. Logan Roots
of the Church General lospitul, Vhchang, and Dr. Keith Gillison of the Union Hospital,
Hankow, and others, have been consulted; end of course, our own resident physician,
Ifirss Tregear, London, M.B., is in constant touch with Dr. Delziel, who is in charge,;
and the consulting doctors. The next thing ve have to do is to send to the Hsian-yah
Hospital in Changsha and find out whether they have records of similar cases, and
what information they could send to us in talling care of Brank Fulton, who is now
staying in bed for reste Dr. Fulton feels no pain except dizzinesse. His classes

are being taken care of by various members of the faculty here.

"our office staff has been frightfully busy in petting all blanks filled for the re-
gistration of our land and buildingse The information required is in great detail,
but the process is being completed today, which is the last day for the affair,

"A11 aliens have to register with the polices There are a number of blanks to be
filled ine All our western members of the staff and faculty have appointments to go
over to the llunicipal Police for individual interviews in order to complete the re~
gistration, Ve are glad to have such an opportunity of meking everything clear to
the Govermment, so that they may understand exactly vhat we are doing here, which is
just educational and church viorke

"The Regional Government, including Central and South China, and the Provincial Gov-
ernment of Hupeh, have been reorganized with a number of the faculty members of the
Wuhan University and of Chung Hwa University on various comnittees, but none of us
has been appointed. = The reasons must have been that we were not active enough in
politicse. Of course, we would welcome every opportunity to serve the Government
whenever our services are nceded, but if we are not celled upon, we shall simply
nave to stick to our ovm jobs here in the Universitye.

“Things are going om well in every waye Chinese visitors from other parts of the
country feel that the Vluhan Center is unusually quiet and peaceful,
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® We have had a very Happy Daster Season in Huachunge As I have written before, we
carry on our Horning Chapel everyday except Wednesdays, when there is the General
Assembly for all the students during the Chapel period in the middle of the morning.
Chapel services continued in spite of the fact that we had to give three days of
spring vacation last week by order of the Ministry of Education for the Region of
Cantral and South China under which we have been operatinge On Good Friday we had
the Chapel in the morning end the long service in the Chapel on the Holy Nativity
"vom twelve noon till three in the afternoon where there were the lleditations on the
Seven Words on the Crosse

"Farly on Easter morning there was the United Christian Fellowship Dawn Service on the
lawn in front of my house, with about one hundred people attending. Professor Yuan
Pch-ch'iao geve the address, after which they went around and hunted for Taster eggss
That was at six o'clocke Then at 7330 A.M., there was the Sheng Kung Huei Holy Com-
wunion Service in the Church of the Holy Nativity; and at 9 A.M. there was a second
service there with Baptism, Sermon and Communione In the evening at half past six
was held the University Sunday Service, also in the Church of the Holy llativity, at
which the University Choir of fortyethree voices cang exceérpts from Handel's "Messiah)
ineluding four solos, two by our students and two by our faculty memberss The Reve
Hsiao Kuo=kuei, Chairman of the Hupeh District of the Methodist Church, preached the
sermone. The church was packed full with every pow filled and many extra seats brought
in, The service lasted for an hour and & quarter,"
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EXCERPTS OF A LETTER JUST RECEIVED FROM
FRANCIS WEI DATED JUNE 20

"I was away from Viuchang from lMay 29 until June 14, attending the first
Conference on Higher Education called by the National Ministry of
Zducation in Peking.

"I left by train on lMay 29 with all the delegates from the Central-South
vhina Region, arriving in Peking on May 31, and at once went to the
Freparation lMeeting for the Conference that afternoon. The Conference
itself started on June 1 and lasted until June 9, closing late that
evening. On June 10 I went out to see some sights, because this was
my first visit to Peking; I spent the afternoon in Yenching, mainly
with Dr., T. C. Chao and !ir. Lee Violff of the London Missionary Society,
now teaching Biblical Theology in the Yenching School of Religion. On
Sunday, June 11, I was with some of the church people in order to learn
about the condition of the churches in the North China Region, particu-
larly in the city of Peking. On June 12 I took the train back, arriv-
ing safely here on June 14, My trip to Peking and back to Viuchang was
most pleasant, and during my twelve days in Peking I h-d the pleasure
of renewing many acquaintances with old friends, some of whom I had
not seen for years, and to make new friends.

"The Conference itself was most thrilling. Ve came to grips with some

of the very important problems concerning Higher Education in the

whole country. Ilany of the high officials of the Central Government
were present to make reports and to share discussion with us. Ve were
there, however, not to hear speeches, but to help<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>